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Higher Valuations Approved In Berrien 


i 
. 
• 
Property Tax Protest Wisps Away 


By JERRY KRIEGER 
County-Farm Editor 


Berrien county commissioners got over (heir election year 


"mad" at higher property valuations — and higher taxes — 
between mid-M^rch and yesterday. 


Yesterday they approved a 1972 (ax equalization report that 


put the county's equalized valuation at $820,375,843, a hike of 
over 10 per cent. It included a 2.49 per cent overall "inflation 
increase" shown by a tax equalization department study. 


The major share of the boost, however, represented new 


construction, including about a ISO-million hike for the Cook 
nuclear plant at Bridgman. Except for the power plant, the 
county tax base would have expanded only about six per cent. 


At their March meeting, commissioners slapped down the 


increase proposed for existing properties and voted to use the 
1971 equalization levels again this year. Only new construction 
would have been added. 


But yesterday, with only Cpmmissioner R,J. Burkholz 


dissenting, they accepted the entire hike originally proposed 
by the equalization committee, with little protest. One com- 


missioner later noted two possible reasons for the change of 
heart: 1. Dissenting members felt they had made their point 
with voters at home by their March stand; and 2. now felt it 
futile and too big a job to battle the existing tax system. 


During the Thursday meeting, the county board also ac- 


cepted a record $9.5 million tentative county budget for 1973. 
This is up $1.8 million above the current year's budget of $7.6 
million. The tentative document is subject to final review and 
probable tightening up in October. 


The new $820 million tax base is made up of $637,167,350 in 


real property valuation and $183,208,493 in personal property. 
The equalized tax base represents half of the market value of 
all taxable real and personal property in the county, 


The Cook nuclear plant in Lake township accounted for 


about $30 million of the total $74,949,229 hike in the county 
equalized value, or roughly 40 per cent of the added valuation. 
Last year the big generating plant contributed about $17 
million to the tax base, and with this year's additional $30 


(See back page, sec. 1, col. 6) 


Aniish School 
Bill Passed 
By Senate 


Children Can Quit Classes 


After Eighth Grade 


LANSING, Mich. (AP) — In 


a bid to let the Arhish "live 
their own peaceful lives," the 
• 


Michigan Senate has approved 
overwhelmingly a bill allowing 
Amish children to drop out of 
school two years earlier than 
allowed by state compulsory 
school attendance laws. " 


The measure, passed 29-0 


Thursday, would allow Amish 
children to leave school after 
the eighth grade, or about age 
14. However, theyjjvould have 
to attend work-study classes 
geared to agriculture, animal 
husbandry, carpentry, sewing, 
cooking and domestic skills. 


The bill, which goes to the 


House, would exempt the chil- 
dren from compulsory state- 
law that requires school attend- 
ance to age 16, or about high 
school sophomore level. 


• The measure would effect 15 
to 20 Amish students in south- 
western Michigan, the location 
of a colony of traditional Am- 
ish, a fundamentalist religious 
sect that holds to simple agr- 
arian ways and does not use 
most invenu'ons developed after 
the turn of the century. . 


Stipulations for exemptions 


were written to apply to the 
Amish and leave out "splinter 
groups and freak movements," 
said 
Sen. 
Gilbert Bursley, 


chairman of the Senate Educa- 
tion Committee. Children must 
be members of groups with "a 
devotion to agrarian pursuits 
and non-technical ways of life" 
and "a rejection of modern 
technology and social stand- 
ards." 


Other requirements are "a 


noninvolvemcnt in political and 
governmental affairs" and "a 
nonacceptanceof governmental 
social services and public as- 
sistance liiiids and programs." 


Sen. Charles Zollar, R-Benton 


Harbor, one of the bill's spon- 
sors, said the exemption would 
"relieve the Amish of the fear 
and persecution they have suf- 
fered the last several years 
with interpretations ot the state 
compulsory education laws. 


"It will let them live their 


own peaceful lives, allowing the 
inherent freedom these people 
ask." 
-The Amish have run up 
against school laws in several 
states. A Wisconsin case is now 
before the U.S. Supreme Court. 
The Michigan Board of Educa- 
tion has decided to take no di- 
rect action on the matter until 
the Supreme Court hands down 
a decision, but has directed its 
staff to investigate work-study 
programs for Amish children. 


Sen. Gary Byker, R-Hudson- 


ville, another sponsor, said the 
Michigan proposal is patterned 
after laws in South Carolina, 
New York, Illinois, Missouri, 
Delaware and Maryland. 


Amish children could leave 


school after the eighth grade if 
they 
enrole 
in 
work-study 


courses developed by the Am- 
ish themselves or local school 
districts. Plans for the pro- 
grams would have to be ap- 
proved by the legislature. 


The bill was drawn up after 


two Amish fathers were fined 
$15each in February for letting 
their 15-year-old children stay 
home from Centreville High 
School. 


ADC Support 
Collections 
Show Gain 


Commissioners Praise 


Westfield Report 


RESTORED ARM IS DOING FINE: Marcia Grimm, 
whose right arm was cut off in an accident 14 months 


• ago, was in Detroit Thursday to see the doctors who 
restored the arm in a five-hour operation. Dr. Edwin 


Guise, a Ford hospital orthopedic surgeon, said 7-year- 
old Marcia is making good progress. Marcia, who is 


• from Manistique, tests her touch by resting her fingers 
against a cup. (AP Wirephoto) 


Berrien Forms Special 
Drug Fighting Squad 


SJ Officer To Head Metro Unit 


Berrien 
county 
com- 


missioners Thursday voted to 
create a "Metro 
Narcotics 


Drug Enforcement Unit" run 
by seven police departments in 
the county with a $78,273 one- 
year state grant for cars and 
equipment. 


The board also in effect 


turned down a bid by C-MEDS, 
Inc., of Benton Harbor to win 
designation as the agency 
overseeing a $111,000 state 
grant to aid youngsters leaving 
juvenile detention centers. 
'Instead, commissioners voted 
to seek the grant on the county 
board's behalf, with the board 
to later name the agency 
running the program. 


A small group of persons who 


appeared at the meeting in 
connection with the C-Meds 
proposal raised the ire of some 


commissioners 
when 
they 


failed to recite the Pledge of 
Allegiance, a ritual at the 
beginning of each board 
meeting. 
Not 
all 
com- 
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SHIRLEY MacLAINE 
Movie, TV Star 
Here Saturday 


THREE REAL SWINGERS: There's swinging on a 
star. There's swinging on The Strip at Las Vegas. Then 
there's backporch swingers. Three little Amish 
youngsters, in their traditional black hats, sun-bonnet 
and black clothes, swing on an old-fashioned porch 
swing at t)ieir home near Lancaster, Pa. (AP 
Wirephoto) 


Shirley MacLaine, 
noted 


movie and television actress, 
will be in the Twin Cities 
Saturday as part of-a fund- 
raising 
campaign 
for 


presidential 
hopeful 
Sen. 


George McGovern, D-South 
Dakota. 


Miss MacLaine will arrive at 


Twin Cities airport at 2:50 
p.m., and will hold a short 
press conference, immediately 
followed by a cocktail party at 
the St. Joseph Holiday Inn. 


The cocktail party, which 


will run from 3 to 5, is open to 
, the public, according to Tom 


SHIRLEY MacLAINE 


Boylan, district 
field-staff 


coordinator. Tickets may bei 
purchased 
at 
McGovern' 


headquarters, 135 Water street, 
Bcuton Harbor. 


missioners saw the incident. 


Sheriff 
Forrest 
"Nick" 


Jewell said the Metro squad 
will be operated on behalf of the 
county by an advisory board 
composed of chiefs of police 
departments 
for 
Benton 


Harbor, St. Joseph, Benton 
township, Niles city, Buchanan 
city, Niles township, and the 
county sheriff's department. 


Lt. William Mihalik of St. 


Joseph police will head the 
nine-man squad 
(two each 


from Benton Harbor and the 
sheriff's department, one each 
from the rest) as a plainclothes 
agency working from an un- 
disclosed 
office to combat 


"hard drug" offenses in 
Berrien, the sheriff said. 


Drug offenses follow 
no 


boundary line, tie up many men 
from many departments and 
sometimes find two depart- 
ments investigating the same 
group, the sheriff said. 


"This way it's an organized 


thing and it's countywide," he 
added. 


All Metro squad members 


will be deputized in Berrien, 
Cass and Van Burcn counties 
and will draw pay from the 
police department they were 
recruited from. They will take 
over hard drug investigations, 
such as heroin and LSD, from 
local police 
agencies 
but 


departments throughout the 
county will continue to in- 
vestigate and make arrests for 
lesser violations like unlawful 
possession 
and 
use 
of 


marijuana, the sheriff said. 


He declined to disclose the 


squad's office location but said 
its telephone number will be 
publicized in the near future. 


The Metro squad is scheduled 


to swing into action June 1. 


Berrien 
county 
com- 


missioners Thursday approved 


buying 
$14,296 
in 
radio; 


equipment and four detective 
cars costing $13,248.20 that are 
believed earmarked for the 
Metro squad. 


Carl Brown, C-MEDS project 


director, and C.L. Huston, 
administrative assistant, asked 
county commissioners for 


(See back page, sec. 1, col. 7) 
Purnell 
Decision 
Due Soon 


Berrien Fifth District Court 


Judge John T. Hammond said 
thata preliminary examination 
decision on the David Jordan 
Purnell case, accused slayer of 
Janet Uland, will probably be 
made "sometime next week." 


Judge Hammond said that 


over 600 pages of transcript in 
five 
volumes 
have 
been 


completed and both attorneys, 
Berrien Prosecutor 
Ronald 


Taylor and Defense Counsel S. 
Jack Keller have also sub- 
mitted briefs. 


The decision whether or not 


to bind Purnell over to Circuit 
court for trial, now rests in the 
hands of Judge Hammond. 


Purnell's 
preliminary 


examination on the charge of 
first degree 
murder lasted 


three days and was completed 
earlier this month. 


t 


20 per cent Olf on all books, 
other Spring bargains. Baker 
Book House 77 Wall, B.H. Adv. 


Flair open tonight'Ul 9. _' Adv. 


Berrien 
county 
com- 


missioners 
Thursday 
ap- 


plauded a report by Ihe new 
county friend of the court that 
child support collections from 
ADC dads are up. 


George L. 
Westfield 
told 


commissioners child support 
collections from fathers with 
county children on welfare 
totaled $234,657.50 for the 
period 
November, 
1971, 


through March, 1972. Westfield 
took over the friend of the court 
office last November. 


That's 
an 
increase 
of 


$127,990.02 
over the same 


period a year ago, he reported. 


The collections for welfare 


children were part of $1.3 
million 
in 
child 
support 


collections of all types during 
those five months, Westfield 
said. 


He added 
child support 


collections of all types totaled 
$2.8 million for the entire year 
of 1971. 


Westfield, who took over the 


friend of the court's post last 
Nov. 1, said the credit for in- 
creasing collections belongs 
not only to his office but the 
county prosecutor's office, 
county clerk, county social 
services department, sheriff's 
department 
and 
a host of 


private and public employers 
and agencies. 


With their help, 115 unem- 


ployed dads found jobs from 
November 
through 
March 


despite a tight job market, he 
said. 


Other responsibilities of the 


friend of the court's office are 
up, Westfield reported. 


A record 1,114 divorces in- 


volving 2,500 Berrien county 
children were filed in 1971. 
Those with children are in- 
vestigated by friend of the 
court staff for reports to circuit 
court. 


Westfield's office in 1971 also 


initiated 458 orders for fathers 
to show cause why they should 
not be held in contempt of 
court, approved 442 temporary 
child support and custody 
orders, 
and 
"activated" 
17 


support orders for fathers with 
children out of slate. 


The office rose from a case 


load of 1,920 and child support 
collections of $1.4 million in 


1965 to a total last year of 3,000 
cases and $2.8 million in 
collections, Westfield's report 
shows. 


GEORGE WESTFIELD 


Payments Up 


OPENING—We will hire a 
mature career-minded young 
lady for a permanent position 
in the office of our circulation 
department. Job will entail 
bookkeeping, general office 
procedure, use of typewriter, 
and calculator. On-the-job 
training will also include IBM 
key punching machine and 
operation of 1130 computer. 
Call Mr. Bowie at 925-0022, Ext. 
47 for interview appointment. 


Adv. 


CORRECTION 


Lomonaco's Grocery Ad in 
. Thursday's paper Peas 39 cents 
should have read Pears 39 
cents. 
Adv. 


Watervliet Ends 
Hartford 9-Year 
Winning Streak 


Watervliet's track team ended a remarkable Hartford 


winning streak by handing the Indians (heir first con- 
ference defeat in nine years Thursday afternoon. 


Until yesterday's 75-48 setback, Hartford had never lost 


to a Red Arrow opponent in more than four years since the 
league was organized and was unbeaten for four years 
before that in the old Little Eight conference. 


See story on page 19. 
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Another Prisoner of .War 


Federal Court Liberates 
State's Girl Athletes 


Michigan liigh school girls have been 


liberated— for the time being at least. If 
they're good enough, they can join the 
boys on the tennis team, the track team or 
the baseball squad. And if things haven't 
changed by autumn, some of the young 
ladies may be twisting their hips as 
football running backs. Or perhaps cat- 
ching passes. 
. 


Cindy Morris, 18,andEmily Barrett, 17, 


blazed the way this week for the state's 
girl athletes. They won theright in federal 
court to play on Ann Arbor's Huron High 
tennis team, U.S.'District Judge Damon 
Kei^h Monday issued a preliminary in- 
junction which prohibits enforcement of a 
state rule banning women from high 
school sports competition with men. 


Keith's injunction will stand at least 


until a full trial has been held on the 
matter. A date for the trial has not been 
set. 


Meanwhile, the Michigan High School 


Athletic Association (MHSAA) can't 
prohibit women from competing on an 
equal basis with men in all high school 
sports—contact or non-contact. 


Miss Barrett and Miss Morris play as a 


doubles team. They showed up with the- 
Huron High varsity squad to play a tennis 
match against Harry Hill High School of 
Lansing. Harry Hill refused to compete 
against the coed team. Officials of 
Harry Hill cited an MHSAA rule on 
athletic competition and declared the 
Huron tennis squad loser by default. 


The Hiiron High tennis coach and the 


Ann Arbor Board of Education en- 
couraged the girls to fight for their place 
.on the team. They went into federal court 


and won a victory not only for themselves 
but a ruling that affects all girls who have 
played or worked out on teams at other, 
high schools around the state. 


Judge Keith's ruling doesn't mean that 


girls must automatically be included on 
varsity teams—only that they can't be 
barred from trying out and competing if 
they're good enough to make the squad.' 
The Ann Arbor girls won their spot on the 
tennis squad by being the second best 
doubles team in Huron High. 


On balance, Judge Keith's ruling in 


favor of the girls is a good one. Not that 
girls will now. suddenly constitute a 
significant part of most high school 
varsity athletic teams—they generally 
don't have that much muscle or speed. 
But the ruling may hasten the day when 
the MHSAA will provide an equal rights 
athletic -program for girls of the state. 
There's no reason why girls can't benefit 
as much from athletic competition as 
boys. 


Obviously, the girls' best chance for 


mixed varsity competition is in the non- 
contact sports: tennis, swimming, golf, 
gymnastics. But .there'll be times and 
places—probably at smaller schools-^- 
where dexterous young ladies will show 
up on the baseball and basketball squads. 


Meantime, practical difficulties, of 


fielding^ mixed squads may cause high 
school athletic officials to get after the 
MHSAA to give the girls some athletic 
leagues of their own. That would ease the 
heat, besides being an exhibition of 
common sense and justice long overdue 
on the part of the MHSAA. 


Amtrak Ends First Year 
On Unencouraging Note 


The National Railroad Passenger Corp., 


•'(Amtrak) begins its second year of 
operating the nation's rail passenger, 
service on May 1. 


The high hopes that accompanied the 


debut of Amtrak a year ago have long, 
since faded. Created by Congress to make 
rail travel pleasant and profitable again, 
Amtrak proceeded to eliminate more than 
half of all existing passenger trains. The 
remaining service; it was thought, would 
pay its own way by attracting passengers 
from the discontinued runs. 


It hasn't worked out that way. The .only, 


money-making routes in the Amtrak' 
network are New York—Washington and 
New York—Boston. For the fiscal year 
ending June 30, the quasi-governmental 
'corporation figures to lose around $155 
million. Accordingly, the House on March 


Newspaper Bridge 


Building bridges from old newspapers 


may sound like a project for the funny, 
farm; but it is seriously being considered, 
along with several other far-out projects, 
by the Brookhaven National Laboratory: 
as part of its research into new materials. 


Actually, the newspaper bridge idea is 


not so far out, as Brookhaven projects go. 
The process involves cutting the paper 
into sections, adding a chemical called a 
monomer, squeezing the substance into 
shape and baking the end product. 


Structural specialists at the laboratory 


call it paper plywood and claim it has the 
-tensile strength of steel. Another product 
thelaboralory has available for testing is 
an improved concrete, developed by 
exposure to radiation, which among other 
•properties resists salt corrosion. 


So perhaps the basic building blocks of 


the future are not those of today. A real 
test of the newspaper • bridge will come 
•when Brookhaven officials demonstrate 
their confidence by being thefirst to drive 
across. 
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Rny Cromley 


New Small Banks 


Aid Vietnamese 


GLANCING BACKWARDS 


AIR CONDITIONING 


AT MEMORIAL 
—1 Year Ago— 


Individual patient rooms in 


the original Memorial hospital 
will 
be 
air conditioned 


following approval of the plan 
by the board of trustees. Cost is 


expected to be $100,000. . 


Each patient room will get 


permanent, 
through-the-wall 


air conditioning units, ac- 
cording to Lester C. Tiscornia, 
chairman of the 
board. 


Tiscornia said, "The Memorial 
board has established a-policy 


EDITOR'S 
MAILBAG 


15 authorized $170 million in ap-. 
propriations to tide Amtrak over until 
,July 1,1973. A similar measure approved 
by the Senate Commerce Committee on 
April 19 would give Amtrak $272 million. 


Further reductions in passenger rail 


service are likely 15 months from now.- 
Under the terms of the Rail Passenger- 
Service Act of 1970, "Any train or trains in. 
the basic system in whole or in part (that) 
are not required by the public con- 
venience and necessity, or (that) will 
impair the ability of the corporation to- 
adequately provide other service, ^.may 
be discontinued" after July 1, 1973. . . 


The success of the New "York- 


Washington Metroliner, -Amtrak's most 
reliable money-maker, would be difficult 
to duplicate in most other parts of the 
country. The Metroliner's two-hour, 59-, 
minute travel tune compares favorably: 
with motor vehicle or air travel time 
between the two cities.. Moreover, the 
Metroliners are equipped with the only 
long-distance rail passenger cars built in . 
the United States since the early 1960s. 


Long-haul passenger trains may be 


beyond 
rescue. 
Brenton 
Welling,; 


BUSINESS WEEK'S transportation' 
editor, traveled from Chicago to Seattle 
on the Empire Builder and reported that 
only 87 of 261 passenger spaces were 
occupied. The crew numbered 72, and the- 
train reached Seattle six hours late. 


Few businessmen have the time or the 


inclination to travel great distances by 
train in the jet age. Welling found that his 
fellow passengers consisted mainly of the . 
elderly, the railroad buffs, the poor, and 
present or retired railroad employees 
traveling on passes. 


Harold L. Graham, director of Am- 


'trak's advertising program, nevertheless 
believes that long-distance rail travel has 
a future. He sees a vast, untapped market 
of Europeans and Japanese who would fly 
to the United States on low-priced ex- 
cursion, tours and then travel around the 
country by train. 


Eventually, Amtrak may have to 


assume direct operation of passenger 
.trains itself. Under the present system, 
the railroads continue to provide crews, 
tracks, signals and communications on a • 
contract basis. The contracls stipulate 
that Amtrak will pay the costs of these' 
services, plus 5 per cent as a:fee and 4 per 
cent for liability insurance. Critics of this 
arrangement suspect !hat some railroads 
have yielded to the temptation to pad their 
bills. 


Succeed or fail, Aratrak may represent 


the wave of the future of railroad 
operation. The troubles of the Penn, 
Central and certain other carriers have' 
led to speculation that nationalization of 
the rails is inevitable. 11 is a step that 
almost no one favors, but continued- 
mismanagement of one of the country's 
vital transportation resources may leave - 
no other choice. 


' OUR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS 


The hair that grows upon your head- 


To whom does it belong? 


Who has the right to tell you, 
. .YoU shall not wear it long? 


If this is a land of liberty, 


Why not keep it thus? 


•You may cut your hair or let it grow,- 


And there should be no fuss. 


Some think this matter's settled, 


And buried out of sight; 


But nothing's really settled, 


Until it's settled right. • 


We have our basic human rights, 


Which apply to every person; 


Why give in to other's whims, 


And submit to crass coercion? 


To cut your Hair or let it grow, 


Let no one else decide; 


That's your constitutional right, 


of upgrading facilities in the 
older building and we feel that 
air conditioning patient rooms 
has top priority:" 


WHIRLPOOLSALES 


G.5 PER CENT 


—10 Years Ago— 


Share owners holding their 


annual meeting in Chicago 
heard good first Quarter news 
from Klisha Gray II, president 
andboardchairman, Whirlpool 
Corporation. 


Sales for the period ending 


March 
31 
advanced 
to 


$100,803,000, a 6'A per cent 
increase from the like period 
in 1961. 


• 
JAPS HALTED, 
KING CLAIMS 


—29 Years Ago— 


Admiral Ernest J. King, 


commander-in-chief of the' 
United States fleet, says the 
expansion of Japanese forces in 
the Pacific has been checked' 
and that he believes the sub- 
marine menace in the Atlantic 
should be under control within 
the next four to six.months. 


The commander-in-chief said V 


that within the next four to six 
months American shipping 
losses will be reduced to such 
an extent that "we can stand 
them and still expand the war 
effort overseas." 


OPENSHOME' 
—39 Years A go— 


WASHINGTON (NEA) — 


Thirty odd years . ago in 
Southern 
California 
an 


American farmer of Korean 
ancestry woke up one morning 
to find his tomato crop ruined 
by a, freak change in the 
weather. Heavily in debt, and 
in danger of losing all he 
owned, he had been carried for 
almost a decade by an un- 
derstanding banker who had 
faith in his integrity. 


In the months just past, that 


man's son has spent a good deal 
of his spare time making 
certain South Vietnam's small- 
farmers have the same good 
fortune his father hadin time of 
need. 


Henry Lee, who works for the 


Agency 
for 
International 


Development, Is supposed to 
"work on over-all economic 
principles. But on his own he 
. has been helping eager South 
Vietnamese officials set the 
stage for getting 31 village 
banks started— five in the past 
two months. There are plans' 
for 169 more. 


Each bank is very small. 


Each is founded, owned, funded 
and run by local villagers. 
Deposits are from the people in 
the village. All the money is 


• lent to farmers with fewer than 
25 acres, to small fishermen, to 
businessmen with assets under 
$4,200 (U.S. equivalent) or 
industrialists with assets of less 
than $8,400. 


No one man or family can 


own a controlling interest in 
any bank. The government has 
no vote on the board of direc- 
tors. Sixty per cent of the loans 
must go to 
farmers 


fishermen. 


The headlines these .days are 


on military battles, But when 
the books are balanced, this 
reporter believes,' from a 
decade and a half in Asia, that 
if South Vietnam survives and 
prospers, it will be because of 
these village banks and the 
chance they give the small man 
for credit. 


Undergrounds rise or fall on 


how well or poorly they can 
play on the hopelessness of a 
nation's 
small 
farmers, 


fishermen, workmen and. 
shopkeepers. The text-book 
solution 
is land reform, a 


cutback- on corruption and a 
stable government. 


But without credit, the small 


farmer is a victim of the 
moneylender—paying 50 to 100 
per cent for his money, forced 
to mortgage his crop for a low 
pri.ce_and finally, all too 
frequently, losing his land. 


He is perpetually in hock- 


living from hand to mouth 
without hope. 


The farmer thus becomes the 


servant of the money-lender- 
rice-buyer patron. The profits, 
instead of going to buUding the 
community, are sequestered by 
the lender and put into fast- 
turnover 
money-making 


ventures. The great rural areas 
of a country stay backward 
and ready for whatever- un- 
derground comes along. 


• Conventionally, the village 
bank may be one room in a 
home or a.small shop. It may 
have eight to 60 or so investors. 
Depositors are paid from 12 to 
il per cent according to how 


and . long the deposit is to be left in 


the bank. 


Line Of Political 


Influence Blurred 


WASHINGTON 
— 'The 


chummy relationship between 
the White House and Big 
Business that sullied the ITT 
affair now appears to have 
infected 
the 
continuing 


tribulations of San Francisco's 
Mayor Joseph Alioto. 


As in the ITT scandal, there 


is no hard evidence of real 
wrongdoing on the part of the 


Which 
cannot 
be 
denied! 


Martin Snyder 
Ben ton Harbor 


Editor, 
The Herald-Press: 


' WAS HITLER RIGHT? 


Your April 25th editorial 


presents abortion as a .way of 
eliminating babies with birth 
defects. By systematically 
eliminating potentially 
defective children by nipping 
them in the bud, so to speak, 
America could rather ef- 
fectively insure a genetically 
pure race. 
. It might even give some' 
comfort to Hitler to know that 
he was right after all, just born 
30 years too soon. How can we 
be so slow to learn? 


MRS. RA JEAN LONG 
1088 McAlister 
Benton Harbor 


Editor, 
The Herald-Press: .. 


'GREATER ENEMY* 


Your editorial of April 25 


stated that "Doctors have 
determined that Rubella is one 
of the greatest enemies of the 
unborn." 


This perhaps was true until 


the unborn found an even 
greaterenemy in theirmothers 
and doctors who conspire to 
snuff out their lives. 


instance of a rather common 
phenomenon. 


Everything that you said in 


terms ,of the Larson property 
applies even in its smallest 
details to the situation we are 
facing in the Kephart" Woods 
area of Berrien Springs. Here 
developers have little by little 
opened up farm land on the 
basis of • R-2 zoning. Seven 
subdivisions have been settled 
by property owners confident1 
that every house' in the Kephart 
Woods area would comply with 
R-2 zoning regulations. Now the 
last subdivision, 8, is to be 
occupied by 130 apartments. 
These are to stand right next to 
"homes that are almost ex- 
clusively single-family." 


What makes this situation 


more disturbing is the fact that 
Oronoko Township officials, 


, elected by the people to make 


sure that the laws and or- 
dinances of the Township are 
enforced, silently granted 
permission to the developers 
and the builders to build this 
apartment complex in blatant 
disregard of the zoning or- 
dinance and the rights and 


See page 28, column 1) 


Mr. and Mrs. Horace Baker .White House and the Justice 


Department. But the similar 
pattern of blurred lines con- 
fusing what is political and 
what is judicial does raise 
interesting questions. 


Alioto, a prominent Demo- 


crat, was cleared recently by a 
Washington State Superior 
Court jury of charges pf 
unlawfully sharing legal fees 
with two former state officials. 
But there is still pending 
against him a Federal in- 
dictment for bribery stemming 
from the same fee-splitting 
case, and last week he asked a 
U.S. District Court to dismiss 
those additional charges. 
. Alioto's brief, "without here 
examining 
the 
possible 


motivations of the Federal 
officials involved," included a 
list of meetings between 
Washington State and Federal 
officials regarding the Alioto 
ease. In a deposition State 
Attorney-General Slade Gor- 
ton, a Republican, told of two 
meetings at the .White House 


areopcning their home on Lake 
Shore drive after spending'the 
winter at the Medinah Athletic 
club 
in 
Chicago. 
Their 


daughter, Mrs. Frank Dunbar, 
-will be with them part' of the 
summer. 


MOVE FROM TOWN 


—49 Years A go- 


Mr, and Mrs. Jack Burrows 


are moving from 816 State 
street/ to Pipestone street in 
Benton Harobr. 


CONTEST 


—59 Years Ago— 


Supt. E. P. Clarke and 


William Wynkoop left this 
morning for .Lowell where Mr. 
Wynkoop will represent St. 
Joseph in the district oratorical 
contest. 


BUTLDSHOME 
—79 Years Ago— 


Ed Kingsley is'building an 


elegant house on Forres avenue 
which he will occupy as his 
home. 


mm 
WORLD- 


Benton Harbor. 


Editor, ' 
The Herald-Press: 


OFFICIALS MUST ANSWER 


TO THE PEOPLE 


Your editorial of Friday, 21 


April, "St. Joe Protest Worth 
Consideration," merits itself 
careful consideration by all the 
residents of Berrien county. 
The situation in the Larson 
property off Langley avenue is. 
not at all a rare incident,' 
Unfortunately It,'is just one 


Praises 


U.S. Spacemen 


' MOSCOW (AP)-The Soviet 
Union con gratuiatedthe United 
Stales today on the success of 
the Apollo 16 mission. 


Tass reported that President 


Nikolai V. Podgorny had sent a 
personal message to President 
Nixon, saying: "Please accept, 
Mr. President, congratulations 
on the occasion of the success- 
ful completion of the ilight of 
the spaceship Apollo 16 and the 
safe return of the American 
cosmonauts to earth. 


I/ 


"I've heard some weird lines before, but asking who I 
minx the Republicans will nominate for President in 


San Diego takes the cokel" 


4 


with John Ehrlichman, the 
President's principal aide; two 
letters to Ehrlichman; and one 
meeting at the White House 
with Egil Krogh, an Ehrlich- 
man assistant. 


The first meeting between 


-Gorton and Ehrlichman was 
held in late October or early 
November, 1969, shortly after 
Look magazine accused Alioto 
of having Mafia ties. (Alioto 
sued, got a hung jury, and is 
preparing for retrial.) The 
meeting with' Krogh im- 
mediatefy 
preceded 
the 


Federal grand jury session last 
year, which produced the fee- 
splitting indictment against 
'Alioto. 


T h a t 
fee-splitting 


charge arose from litigation in 
which Alioto, then a private 
attorney, won more than $16 
million in settlements for 
Washington utility districts 
from major electrical equip- 
ment manufacturers. Coin- 
cidentally, during that period 
Gorton was a member of the 
law firm that represented the 
Federal 
Pacific 
Electric 


Company, one of the defen- 
dants. 


According 
to 
Citizens 


Research Foundation, high 
officials of the electrical 
equipment 
industry con- 


'n-ibuted $}11,800 in 1968 to 
Richard 
Nixon and local 


Republican candidates. The 
same officials contributed 
$7,000 to Democratic can- 
didates. These figures are not 
necessarily complete; there is 
no public record of donations 
under $500, 
of. contributions 


made by relatives of company 
officials or other not clearly 
identifiable associates, nor of 
contributions made to dummy 
organizations. 


Hanoi Gainis 
All One Country 


HONG KONG (AP) — North- 


' Vietnam and the Viet Cong 


claimed today,that President 
Nixon's charges of an invasion 
of South Vietnam are only 
trickery since Vietnam Is all 
onecountry, North and South. 
• In 
separate \ but 
similar 


broadcasts, Radio Hanoi and 
the Viet Cong radio said the 


.United States is deliberately 


trying 'Ho foster a misunder- 
standing of the situation." 
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Benton Planners Approve 
Plaza Apartment Complex 


Benton township planning 


'commissioners last night gave 
a green light to a 317-unit 
apartment complex to be built 
near Fairplain Plaza, but 
commissioners 
tabled 
a 


request for a special use permit 


for a social club on North 
Euclid avenue. 


The tabled request concerns 


the Bachelor "14" club, which 
is seeking to construct a 
$100,000 clubhouse at 171 North 
Euclid avenue. The com- 


missioners 
heard objections 


voiced by members of the Main 
street Seventh Day Adventist 
church and area residents. 


The go-ahead for the apart- 


ment complex resulted after 
commissioners 
unanimously 


approved a request by Herbert 
Reimers, 2748 Sandra terrace, 
St. Joseph, to re-zone the 
property off Nickerson avenue 
and south of the Plaza com- 
mercial and industrial to C- 
Multiple 
for 
apartments. 


THE WORD IS POWER: John Banyon, division 
manager of Indiana & Michigan Electric Co. discusses 
annual review of the division activities with editors at 
annual press dinner held at Berrien Hills Country club. 
From left are Don Nichols, new publisher of the Berrien 


county Record, Buchanan; Banyon; Mrs. 
Vilma 


Roumel, editor of the New Buffalo Times and James 
Boughner, editor-publisher of the Galien River Gazette 
at Three Oaks. (Staff Photo) 


Plans $234 Million 


Expansion Of Facilities 


Indiana & Michigan Electric 


Co. must prepare for a 100 per 
cent increase in the demand for 
electricity in the next eight 
Kawneer 
Promotes 
BH Grad 


NILES — J.M. (Dewey) 


Stout has been named manager 
of production and 
material 


control 
for the 
Kawneer 


company, Niles, according to 
Lawrence Witek, Niles plant 
manager. 
,A 1943 graduate of Benton 
Harbor high school, Stout has 
served 
in 
variety 
of 


manufacturing positions since 
joining Kawneer in 1953. He 
and his family live in Niles. 


Kawneer is a producer of 


aluminum 
architectural 


.products, primarily windows 
and doors for commercial 
applications 
- 


years, John P. Banyon said last 
night. 


The utility 
will- spend 


$234,000,000 in the • 18-month 
period ending Dec. 31 on new 
generation, transmission and 
distribution lines, substations 
and materials. 


Banyon spoke at the eighth 


annual press dinner at Berrien 
Hills country club which has 
becomean annualreview of the 
utility's electric expansion. 


It costs $5 in new facilities to 


generate $1 in new revenue, 
.Banyon said. 


For the first time in its 50- 


year 
history, 
I&M. 
has 


petitioned the Michigan Public 
Service commission for a rate 
increase. A public hearing on 
the petition will be held Mon- 
day at 10 a.m. in the Berrien 
County courthouse in St. 
Joseph. 


I&M earlier this year com- 


pleted hearings before the 
Public Service Commission of 
Indianaonilspetitionfor a rate 
hike. 
The increase 
sub- 


sequently was granted and 
became effective for Indiana 
customers March 29. The 


utility filed testimony and 
exhibits for a retail rate in- 
crease for 
all 
Michigan 


customers totaling $3.6 million. 


The total revenue increase 


sought in the two states is $19.9 
million. One half of this amount 
will go for taxes, Banyon said. 


I&M's customers are using 


twice as much electricty as 
.they did a decade ago. Before 
the end of 1972, I&M's 328,000 
residential customers, as a 
whole, will each be consuming 
in excess of 10,000 kilowatt- 
hours of electricity annually. 
The-figure in 1955 was 4,011. 


"You can see the importance 


of 
our 
new 
generation 


timetable 
proceeding 
on 


schedule. A ready market 
await? the 2,200,000 kilowatts to 
be generated by the Donald C. 
Cook plant near Bridgman," 
Banyon said. 


Banyon said if the plant is not 


producing that total amount of 
energy by 1975 then there is 
danger of brownout or voltage 
reduction that has plagued the 
East coast in recent years. 
. Banyon also traced the 
development of the Benton 


Harbor division. In 1963 when 
the division was formed there 
were 31 stations. Today there 
are 45 substations. 


In addition to the new 


stations, replacement of station 
equipment, 
updating 
and 


modification to equipment has 
been completed at 21 of the 
original 31 stations and include 
such work as replacement of 
circuit breakers, addition of 
transformer 
capacity, 


motorizing of line air break 
switches and expansion of the 
stations 
to provide 
new 


distribution circuits. 


St. Joe Firemen 
Extinguish Blaze 


St. Joseph firemen were 


called at 6:10 p.m. last night to. 
extinguish a fire in a combined 
tool shed and playhouse owned 
by J. K. Gonzalez at 720 
Botham, St. Joseph. 


Contents of the shed were 


destroyed but there was slight 
damage to the structure:'The 
trucks returned at 6:45 p.m. 


Reimers said that 317 units 


are to be built over the next 
three years at the site, and 
noted different phases in the 
construction. He said that the 
first phase would be to con-' 
struct rental 
apartments, 


followed by condominiums that 
people could purchase. 


Reimers, a St. Joseph 


township real estate broker, 
represents both the sellers of 
the 
property, 
Laurence 


Beaudoin of Benton township 
arid Dennis Dick of Grand 
Rapids, and the prospective 
buyer, 
the 
Tri-State 


Development 
company 
of 


Southfield, Mich. 


Plans for the development 


show the complex to be located 
on 30.5 acres, and cost for the 
complex would be near the $6 
million figure. 


Reimers previously said that 


in addition to the living units 
themselves, • there will be 
ample parking and recreation 
areas. He said that rent would 
depend on the market, but 
prices would probably range 
from $180 to 5210 depending on 
the unit involved. 


Developers will be required 


to install their own sewage line 
at the complex, and possibly 
have to upgrade the lift station 
on Plaza drive. 


The original plans for' the 


complex were announced Jan. 
13 at the planning commission 
meeting. The land on which the 
complex is to be built is 
presently vacant. The complex 
will be privately 
funded, 


Reimers added. 


The request is now sent to the 


Benton township board of 
trustees, who have the final say 
in the matter. 


In the Bachelor "14" request, 


commissioners noted 
strong 


opposition to the request at the 
regular 
monthly meeting 


before a capacity crowd at 
township hall. 


Members of the congregation 


of the church said Mat the 
church had acquired property 
at the corner of Euclid and 
Highland 
avenues, and that 


plans are being considered for 
building a church-affiliated 
structure 
there. 
The 


representatives of the church 
felt that an establishment such 
as the Bachelor "14" club 
would not be conducive to the 
type of social-atmosphere they 
desire. 


However, it was noted by 


commissioners that the present 
church is located down the 
street from the East End bar. 


Attorney 
Henry 
-Gleiss, 


representing the club, stressed 
the fact that the club is for 
private use by the members, 
and will not be a public tavern 
or something of that nature. 
Pete Mitchell, president, added 
that the club is a civic-minded 
organization, and noted that 
the club has given food baskets 
to the needy, established a 
scholarship 
for 
un- 


derprivileged children, and 
taken youngsters to athletic 
functions. 


Property owners in the 


vicinity said that the club 
would devalue their property, 
but Mitchell stressed that the 
clubhouse would be a high- 
grade structure and not a run- 
down shack. 


At the suggestion of the 


HONORED FOR SERVICE TO 'Y': Richard Helmrich (right) receives Award of 
Honor for outstanding service to Twin City YMCA from Ronald Kinney, former 
president of Y board. Presentation was made during annual meeting Thursday 
Helmnch, a vice president and trust officer of Inter-City bank, was cited for chair- 
manship of YMCA Industrial and Century club membership drives, finance committee 
chairman and member of executive committee. Not present to receive an honorary 
award was Juel Ranum, cited for support of "Y" during past year. Keynote speaker 
Dr. James Lehman, Lake Michigan college president, described his recent trio to 
Europe and Russia. 


Road Safety 
Signs Were 
Too Popular 


A safety program started four years ago by the Twin 


Cities Area Safety CounciLwill come to an end this week, 
not because it wasn't successful but because it had become 
too popular with vandals. 


The street side safety signs that Twin Cities motorists 


.have become accustomed to seeing and which served as a 
gentle reminder to practice safe driving, will disappear just 
as soon as city and county road crews can dismantle them. 


Robert Strumpfer, executive director of the safety 


council, said the cost of replacing sign panels and frames 
which were being stolen or destroyed had become 
prohibitive. Some of the more attractive signs had a par- 
ucular appeal andwoulddisappear within hours after being 
posted by public works department crews. 


"We anticipated 
a certain amount of thievery," 


Strumpfer said "and thought we had a method of 
discouraging those who might want signs for decorating 
bedroom and recreation room walls, but it seems those who 
were intent on having the panels carried tools and were able 
to dismantle the sign and frames from the posts. 


"In some instances where vandals were frustrated in 


their attempts to get the panel off the post they would 
uproot the post and carry away the entire assembly " 
Strumpfer explained. 


Less than half of the 35 signs originally installed are still 
standing. 


Strumpfer said, somewhat philosophically, "maybe it 


isn t a total loss. We have made a contribution to ecology by 
reducing eye pollution. Maybe those who took the signs 
weren't vandals at all but the same persons who have 
wielded chain saws against the billboards along Michigan 
highways." 
. 
B 


Foundrymen 
Will Visit Here 


Foundrymen from around 


the*world will be visiting two 
Twin Cities industrial plants on 
Wednesday, May 3. 


Hosting the group will be 


Auto Specialties Manufac- 
turing company of St. Joseph 
and Superior Steel Castings 
company of Benton Harbor. 


'(See back page, sec. 1, col. 1) 
This visit wi'll be one of 


Displays Scheduled Saturday, Sunday 


BH Students To Exhibit Handiwork 


Benton Harbor high school students will display their- 


handiwork and craftsmanship Saturday and Sunday at the 
first annual BHHS Art, Home Economics and Industrial 
Arts exhibit. 
. 
' 


Hours are 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 


Sunday. The art department show will be in Biermam 
library. Home economics cand'industrial arts exhibits will 
be in the cafeteria. 
, 


Charles Murray, art department chairman, said student, 


work in photos, photo-silk screen prints, cast Jewelry,' 


drawings, watercolor paintings, papier mache, shields and 
sculpture will be exhibited. 


The home economics show wifi feature clothing and in- 


terior decorating, according to Mrs. Dorothy Wendt, 
chairman. Clothing construction will show work of the first 
year home economics classes and personal clothing 
classes. Interior decorating will present rugs, walls, cur-, 
tains and drapes for either a living room or bedroom. 


The industrial arts show will be in five parts: Small motor 


repair with parts to illustrate various functions. 


Drafting will illustrate various tools of the craft, 


dimensioning, construction of geometric figures, assembly 
drawings and home plans. 


1 Metal work projects will illustrate use of arc welding gas 
welding, sheet metal and projects produced by students 


Wood work will feature various student-made projects 


some assigned by the instructor and others chosen hv 
students, 
. 
* 


Robert Hanson is chairman of the industrial arts 


department. 


All parents and friends of students are invited. 


several such visits being made 
at 
foundries 
located 
in 


Wisconsin and Michigan during 
the week of April 30 to May 7. 


• These visits will be part of a 
two week stay in the United 
States for many of these in- 
ternational foundrymen. The 
second week of their stay will 
be spent in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania at the 39th 
International 
Foundry 


Congress. The Congress is 
being 
sponsored 
by 
the 


American 
Foundrymen's 


Society, 
of 
which 
Auto 


Specialties and Superior Steei 
are members. 


BH Adds 
Driveup 
Mailboxes 


Two driveup mail boxes have 


been set up on a main traffic 
artery in Benton Harbor, and 
more are planned, in an effort 
to ease after-work 
traffic 


congestion that develops in the 
area of the Benton Harbor post 
office. 


Postmaster William Miller 


announced two boxes were put 
in operation Thursday on the 
new one-way portion of Eighth 
street, between Market street 
and Britain avenue. More are 
planned later on other main 
traffic routes. 


Persons posting mail in the 


driveup boxes at the post office 
after stores and offices close in 
the afternoon have caused 
some traffic problems in the 
area, he said. 


The new Eighth street boxes 


should allow mailers leaving 
the downtown area via that 
route to mail their letters 
without driving into the post 
office area. One box is for 
Benton Harbor and St. Joseph 
mail and the other for out of 
town mail. 


The boxes are located on the 


leftside of the one-way street to 
provide easy access from the 
drivers side. Collections will 
be made from the boxes at 
12:30, 4 and 5:30 p.m. 


Information 
Offered 


Robert F. Phillips, district 


director of the Small Business 
administration, 
announced 


today that a loan officer will 
again be in Benton Harbor o;i 
'Thursday, May 4, to meet with 
small businessmen to discuss 
SBA programs. 


Interested parties are asked 


to call the Chamber of Com- 
.merce office at 777 Riverview 
Drive, Benton Harbor, to 
arrange an appointment. 


The SBA representative will 


be available from 9:00 A.M. to 
4:30 P.M. and inquirers are 
encouraged to bring current 
financial 
information, 
in- 


cluding up-to-date balance 
sheets 
and 
operating 


statements to the interview. 


Catholic Schools 
Signing Students 


Lake Michigan Catholic 


schools are still accepting 
registrations for the 1972-73 
school year, according to 
Principal Richard Dornbos. 


High school registration will 


be accepted at the high schoo! 
office through Monday, May 1, 


between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Registration for the middle and 
primary schools will be ac- 
cepted at the middle school 
office from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


After May 1 an additional $25 


late registration fee will be 
charged: Dornbos said. 
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Gruesome Murders Probed In Cass 


WHERE TWO WERE SLAIN: Cass county sheriff's 
deputies guard the rural Dowagiac house in which a 
young husband and his pregnant wife died Thursday. 


Their two young children, at home at the time, were not 
harmed. (Staff photos) 


No Busing Next Year 
For Valley Students 


THREE OAKS — Busing of 


students in (he River Valley 
school system was ordered 
stopped after ihe end of this 
school year by the school board 
last night. 


The decision came as a way 


of cutting district expenses in 
view of the recent defeat of a 
proposed five-mill property tax 


levy. The levy was to have 
produced about $212,000 yearly. 


Action came al a special 


meeting attended by about 200 
persons. 


The board also ordered the 


closing of a school building in 
Three 
Oaks and 
one 
in 


Chikaming as cost cutting 


moves. The board estimated 
the closings would save about 
$48,000 yearly in operational 
costs. 


The closing 
of 
the two 


buildings would mean that half- 
day sessions would be in- 
stituted at the high school. High 
school students would attend 
classes from 7 a.m. to 12:20 


p.m. 
while the students from 


the closed buildings, now used 
as middle schools, would attend 
in the afternoon. 


In making its decisions, the 


board agreed 
to re-instated 


busing 
for 
kindergarten 


through fifth grade students as 
soon as money is available. 


Tractor 
Mishap 
Is Fatal 


A 66-year-old Coloma man 


died yesterday afternoon after 
he accidentally drove a tractor 
off a 35-foot embankment and 
smashed into a tree. 


Edward Hartman, of Route 2, 


Box 565B Bundy road, Coloma, 
died at Watervliet Community 
hospital at 1:38 p.m. 


State police from the Benton 


Harbor post said the accident 
occurred at about 9 a.m. while 
Harlman was discing a field 
about one-half mile north of his 
residence in Hagar township. 


Stanley Alton, 42, of the same 


address, told troopers that as 
Hartman approached the edge 
of the 
field, he (Hartman) 


turned the wheels of the 
tractor, but it still went over 
the embankment. 


The tractor fell 35 feet, and 


struck a tree, throwing Hart- 
man from the tractor. Troopers 
said Hartman's ribs and pelvis 
were fractured, and he was in 
shock when they found him. 


Mr. Hartman was born in 


New York, June 27, 1905. In 
1970, he retired from the State 
and Starlite Drive-in Theaters. 


Survivors include his widow, 


the former, Iva Korachis, 
whom he married in September 
of 1957; four daughters; and a 
brother, Abe of New York. 


Funeral services will be held 


at 2 p.m. Saturday in the 
Kerley and Starks funeral 
home, St. Joseph. Burial will he 
in Watervliet cemetery. 
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FATAL PLUNGE: The operator of this tractor died in Watervliet community hospital 
yesterday as the result of injuries received when it plunged 35 feet down an em- 
bankment and hit a tree. James Swisher of the Coloma township police department 
left, and John Alton, son of the owner of the farm where the accident occurred view 
scene. Victim was identified as Edward Hartman, 66, of Bundy road, Coloma. (Cliff 
Stevens photo) 


Bicycle Rodeo Planned Saturday 


SOUTH HAVEN - The South Haven Kiwanis club, in 


coopcralion with the South Haven police department, will 
conduct its annual bicycle rodeo Saturday at the Lincoln 
school. 


The rodeo, for youngsters from kindergarten through sixlh 


grade,will bcheldfrom9loll:30a.m. and 1 to 3p.m. Children 
whose name begins with A through M are asked lo come in the 


morning and others in the afternoon. 


After registration and a mechancial check of the bike, 


children will see a safety movie provided by Ihe Michigan 
Slate Police. Participants will then be given a skills test on 
their own bikes. 


Free ice cream and a ticket to Ihe local movie theatre will be 


given lo each participant. 


Husband, Pregnant Wife Found 


Slain Near Dowagiac 


By LYLESUMEKIX 
South Uerrien Bureau 


DOWAGIAC — The brutally 


slashed bodies of a 
young 


couple, the woman in her ninth 
month of pregnancy, were 
found in Iheir rural Cass county 
home near here last night. 


Cass 
county 
sheriff's 


deputies said 
the killings 


probably were witnessed by the 
couple's two small children, 
who were left in the house with 
their dead parents for about 12 
iiours before the bodies were 
discovered. 


Dead 
are 
Timothy 
A. 


Roderick and his wife, Arleen, 
both 24, of route one, Dowagiac. 


The children, Rhonda, age 3, 


and Kelly, 2, were taken to the 
home of an uncle, Frank 
Roderick in Niles. Neither had 
been hurt. 


Mrs. 
Roderick's body, clad 


only in a blouse, was found 
sprawled on the living room 
floor. She apparently had been 
molested, officers said. 


The body of her husband was 


found bound to a bed. Both had 
been slashed about the arms 
and wrists and throat. Signs of 
a struggle were found. 


Mrs. 
Roderick's baby was 


due the day she was slain, 
authorities indicated. 


An officer of 14 years ex- 


perience described the scene as 
!he most gruesome he had ever 
seen. The state police crime 
laboratory was called to the 
scene 
to help in 
the 
in- 


vestigation. 


Police said no motive for the 


slayings 
had 
yet 
been 


established. 
They 
said, 


however, that the driver of a 
white car seen in the neigh- 
borhood during the • day was 
being sought for questioning, 
They also said they had a 
suspect in the case. 


The murder site was the 


couple's small, frame two- 
bedroom home nestled in a 
cluster of trees on Pokagon 
road, near Wilbur Hill road in 
Pokagon township, about nine 
miles south of Dowagiac. 


The house was without a 


telephone and located about a 
block from the nearest neigh- 
bor. 


The scene is less than one 


mile from the former home of 
Eugene Light, who was beaten 
to death about seven years ago. 


Police said the bizarre act 


was discovered about 6 p.m. by 
a friend of Roderick, Bill Trail 
of Eau Claire, who stopped by 
the house to visit. 


First officer on the scene, 


Garage 
Location 
Sought 


COLOMA - A search for a 


site inside the city for a new 
garage for this community's 
ambulance service has been 
launched. 


The possible need of a new 


location was made public 
following a meeting of the 
ambulance members where 
Coloma businessman 
George 


Wooley expressed an interest in 
purchasing the present service 
garage. 


Wooley said he was in- 


terested in the property which 
is adjacent 
to his 
service 


station for a future expansion 
of (he business. 


A 
three-man 
committee 


comprised of 
Gust Anton, 


Marv Taylor and Bryce Dunlop 
is to report back their findings 
on possible sites at a special 
meeting next month. 


The committee, and Service 


President Edward Dill, have 
previously 
discussed 
two 


locations with property owners, 
but with no results. 


The committee plans to meet 


soon with Coloma city officials 
to learn of the possibility of 
acquiring city-owned property 
close to. town. 


Sgt. Howard Sheline, of the 
sheriff's department, said the 
children were standing on a 
davenport looking out the front 
window when he arrived. He 
said their mother's body was 
sprawled on her back in the 
center of the living room floor 
behind the children, visible 
through the parted curtains of a 
front window. 


The body of her husband was 


found in a bedroom, police said, 
tied to one of the children's 
beds. Deputies said he was 
lying on his back, with his 


hands tied to the head of the 
bed with electrical wire and his 
feet tied to the foot of the bed 
with 
nylon stockings. He 


reportedly had managed to 
kick one foot free. 


Dr. Robert M. Knox of 


Edwardsburg, Cass county 
medical examiner, placed the 
time of death about 12 hours 
before 
the 
bodies 
were 


discovered. 


Police said the wounds ap- 


peared to have been made by a 
knife or other 
sharp in- 


strument. A butcher knife was 


found in the kitchen, but police 
would not speculate whether it 
had been used in the slayings. 


The bodies were taken to 


McLaughlin funeral home in 
Dowagiac, where autopsies 
were scheduled this morning. 


The Rockerick family had 


lived in the house about eight 
months prior to their deaths. 
He reportedly had been out of a 
job several months. 


His parents Mr. and Mrs. 


Francis Roderick, live in the 
Sister Lakes area. Her family 
lives in the Jackson area. 


REMOVE BODY : The body of Mrs. Timothy Roderick, 24, is removed from the house 
in which she and her husband were found slain last night. Cass county sheriff James 
Northrop reports his department has a suspect in the double slaying. 
Zollar - Hutchinson 
Battle May Be Up 
To Federal Judge 


LANSING — A federal judge 


may be the one who decides if 
there will be a Hutchinson- 
Zollar battle in election year 
1972. 


Two congressional reap- 


portionment 
plans 
were 


defeated in the Michigan House 
of Representatives Thursday, 


to iiiiMease the possibility that 
U.S. 
District Judge Damon 


Keith will have the final say on 
how the congressional boun- 
daries are drawn. 


A suit has 
been filed in 


federal court to take the 
redistricting hot potato out of 
the legislature's hands and let 


Soldier 
Receives 
Medal 


SOUTH HAVEN — U.S. 


Army Capt. Lawrence C. 
Hinkle, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilbert E. Hinkle Sr., route 1, 
South 
Haven, 
has 
been 


awarded the Bronze Star medal 
for outstanding achievement in 
Vietnam. 


Hinkle, a 1960 graduate of 


South Haven high school, was 
cited for meritorious service 
as 
commander 
of 
the 


headquarters company of the 
signal support agency, Phu 
Lam. He served in Vietnam one 
year, returning to the con- 
tinental United States last 


CAPT. LAWRENCE IIINKLE 


Awarded Bronze Star 


month. 


He is now stationed at Fort 


Monmouth.'N.J. 


the court decide. 


House Republicans failed by 


three votes Thursday to pass a 
redistricting bill similar to one 
approved 
by 
Senate 


Republicans earlier this year. 


That 
plan would form 
a 


s o u t h w e s t e r n 
M i c h i g a n 


congressional 
district 
of 


Berrien, Cass, Van Buren and 
St. Joseph counties; the cities 
of Kalamazoo and Portage, two 
Kalamazoo county townships; 
and part of Allegan county that 
would include Hutchinson's 
home of Fennville. 


Also defeated Thursday was 


a plan offered by Democratic 
Rep. -Alfred Sheridan that 
would 
push 
incumbent 


Congressman Edward Hut- 
chinson out of Berrien and Van 
Buren counties and force him 
to run in Muskegon. 


If Stale Sen. Charles 
0. 


Zollar 
(R-Benton 
Harbor) 


decides to run for congress, he 
would have to face incumbent 
Congressman Garry Brown (R- 
Schoolcraft) 
under 
the 


Sheridan plan. 


The expectation is that Judge 


Keith would pick a Democratic 
plan that would give thai parly 
a 
chance 
to 
make 


c o n g r e s s i o n a l 
g a i n s . 


Republicans currently have fc 
12 to 7 margin in Ihe state's 
congressional delegation. 


